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EX ORIENTE LUX! 
A PLEA FOR A RUSSO-AMERICAN UNDERSTANDING. 

BT VLADIMIR HOLMSTRIM. 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY PRINCE E. OOKHTOMSKY, EDI- 
TOR OP THE " ST. PETERSBURG VIEDOMOSTI." 



Ik 1893, in my book, " The Travels to the Far East of Nicolas 
II.," I sought to demonstrate the world-wide political significance 
of the present Tsar's journey through Asia. I thus addressed 
my countrymen : " We stand on the threshold of an epoch that 
promises to bring grave complications with it. If, therefore, we 
realize the absorbing need of a process of moral healing (which 
is in itself a source of renewed strength), if we would acquire in- 
creased knowledge, and if, without regard to our probable suffer- 
ings in the process, we mean to do noble deeds" in the name of 
Russia and the Tsar, "we must face and seriously study the fol- 
lowing questions : What were the forces that called us into being, 
what was the process of the growth of our country, what blood is 
it that flows in our veins, and, finally, what are the glorious 
legacies of our past bequeathed to us by days of yore ? The domi- 
nant factor in the history of Russia's past is the influence of Asia. 
She crushed us, but she has also regenerated us. In common with 
her we have created the idea of autocracy (which has nothing in 
common with the Csesarism of the West) ; it is an idea that per- 
vades all Asia and is as the breath of life to her." 

Thus I spoke in 1893. Now, addressing our friends beyond 
the two oceans — the Americans — I shall ask : What was the dom- 
inant factor in the past of America? Was it not emancipation 
from and independence of England ? The Puritans fled from the 
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spiritual and political tyranny of oligarchical England and laid 
the foundations of a new commonwealth on strictly democratic 
lines. The war of independence was one for emancipation from 
English economic and political tyranny, and created new oppor- 
tunities for the wonderful development of America. Such are the 
lessons of the past. And now again comes the time for America 
to emancipate herself from England's political tutelage, veiled, 
though it be, in the guise of cousinly friendship. The Chinese 
question, that touchstone of this friendship, has already betrayed 
the duplicity of the English, and yet America's disappointments 
are only beginning. She is yet to see what golden egg will be 
laid for her by that Samoan goose which English journalists have 
nursed so tenderly with an eye both to Germany and the United 
States. 

Turning to the question of an understanding between America 
and Russia, based on mutual good will, I hold it as highly de-. 
sirable, and believe that the support of the independence and in- 
tegrity of China would afford the best opportunity for the co- 
operation of Russia and the United States. Yet I will allow my- 
self to ask, as I did in my book six years ago : May not the culture 
of the West (or an excess of it) with its pronounced individualistic 
tendencies, leading almost to anarchy, inflict on the Chinese, these 
Asiatics who have never known the meaning of material progress, 
nor have ever striven for it, the misery of a civilization out of 
harmony with their natural inclinations ? With this reservation I 
fully approve of the Rev. Gilbert Reid's scheme of an international 
institute for China, particularly as he means to give due attention 
to the characteristic individuality of China, and exhibits much 
regard for her traditions and racial inclinations, without any idea 
of converting Asiatics into Europeans at a blow. 

I take the liberty of warmly recommending to the attention of 
American readers the following article by Mr. Vladimir Holm- 
strem, some of the ideas in which I have myself suggested. 

Prince E. Ookhtomsky. 



" Great are the battles that shall be fought in the time of 
peace I" Such is the key-note of the Tsar's manifesto. 

Throughout the world, in all the centres of public and political 
life in the two continents, much discussion has taken place during 
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the last ten months as to the direct meaning of the Eussian peace 
proposal and its probable bearing on the international situation. 
As is usual when dealing with Russia, the politicians, journalists 
and diplomatists of Europe, wholly ignorant of our domestic 
affairs and national character, have been profuse in their abuse of 
my country. Malevolent and spiteful criticism and sophistical in- 
terpretation of the great and humane design of the Tsar have 
not been wanting. Some critics have thought proper to hint at 
bad faith on the part of Eussian diplomatists ; others have main- 
tained that a peaceful disposition on the part of the civilized na- 
tions of the day would, in the long run, prove disastrous to man- 
kind, as it would diminish the physical and consequently the 
moral strength of the Christian nations, and render them in- 
capable of withstanding the pressure of the barbarians. How 
weak a faith this opinion expresses in the forces that make for 
civilization! Because the Christian nations of the world would 
cease fighting one another, it is assumed that they would cease to 
hold their own against barbarians. Only an English journalist 
could commit himself to such an astoundingly foolish opinion ! In 
the former case, as in the latter, it is ignorance that lies at the 
root of the misunderstanding, breeding distrust and fear. In 
days of yore the heathen, ignorant of the cause of thunder and 
lightning (which purifies the air) regarded these physical phenom- 
ena as the visible manifestations of angry deities or evil spirits. 
True knowledge and science have dissipated these misconceptions. 

It is time that a truer appreciation of Russian national char- 
acter, founded on real knowledge, should find its way to the heart 
of the great American nation, which has so much in common 
with Eussia. 

If the Eussians were better known, if malicious European 
statesmen, past and present, did not strive to discredit our great 
Slavonic empire in the eyes of the West, the Tsar's peace manifesto 
would not have had, in the lands of the West, the effect of a bolt 
from the blue. The noble design of Nicolas II. is directly 
connected with the historical and national traditions of Eussia, 
it is the direct outcome of Eussian national thought, of 
the self-consciousness of the Eussian people. Did not the late 
Tsar receive from Europe (Western Europe, too !) the name of 
Alexander "the Peace-Maker?" Does not Count Leo Tolstoi', in 
his reformatory zeal, carry his religious and social convictions 
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to the verge of absurdity? In Russia we stand in no need of a 
Savanarola, with his ultra-sectarian creed, but we are bound to 
acknowledge that the great Catholic preacher did strike at the 
root of the evil of his time. The same is true in the case of Tolstoi, 
From amid numerous indications of the peaceful inclinations of 
Russian thought we shall take at random a most striking expo- 
sition of Eussia's destiny, formulated by our famous national 
writer, Dostoyeff sky. According to this Russian literary authority, 
the ultimate object of our empire is to bring together in a har- 
monious whole all the nations of the earth, of which Russia in- 
cludes in herself various representatives. " Russia is a world, a 
universel" — such was Dostoyeff sky's creed and teaching. With- 
out going so far as to accept this author's ideal in all its breadth, 
I think it necessary to remark that such a profession de foi im- 
plies in correspondence with it a truly Christian, brotherly love, 
peaceful disposition and tolerant feeling toward all nations and 
races, as indeed was loudly proclaimed by Dostoyeffsky. 

"All possible freedom, on condition of acknowledging the 
highest Russian ideal of common interest and creed as developed 
in the service of the idea of unity" — such is Russia's internal 
policy as understood by her best representatives, who not infre- 
quently wage war with the " tchinovniks " (officials of the State) 
on account of the false interpretation placed by the latter on this 
truth. The unity of Russia is personified in the Tsar and can 
find no other expression, such as parliament or congress, because 
such institutions would mean political slavery not only for the 
great mass of races of an inferior degree of civilization, but for 
tha bulk of the Russian peasantry as well. The Tsar is the ex- 
pression of the national idea of Russia, and therefore the enemy 
of the Tsar is the enemy of the people. The same may be said 
with regard to other nations and their national institutions. What, 
indeed, would Englishmen think if some of their countrymen were 
actively to oppose Parliament? What would be the attitude of 
Americans toward any one organizing opposition to Congress? 
The power of the Tsar no more limits freedom than do Congress 
or Parliament during the time that their members are actually in 
office. Russia's great misfortune is that the revolutionary tenden- 
cies of some mentally unbalanced people always threaten to call 
forth a reaction in the whole of her policy. The true enemies of 
Eussia are the revolutionists. There remains, nevertheless, the 
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fact that the true conception of liberty is never lost sight of in 
the Russian empire with its pronounced democratic tendencies. 
Will Americans insist that their treatment of the Indians is in 
strict accordance •with the ideal of liberty? No; the realization 
of this idea requires, in practice, certain limitations of its precepts. 
Do not the laws of America proclaim likewise that citizenship in 
the United States is acquired only under certain conditions, which 
proves that an emigrant from civilized Western Europe must un- 
dergo in America some process of assimilation ? How much more, 
then, is this needed when a state has to deal with uncultured 
masses or inferior races ! On the other hand, unrestricted liberty 
in a state containing inferior races among its population would 
mean the exploitation and decay of its uncultured elements. 

Freedom for race and nationality in a firmly united whole is 
the ultimate aim of Russia, and the fate of Finland, so much 
talked about of late, is no exception to this object (not yet realized, 
it is true). I am no friend of those who have brought about the 
measures for curtailing the independence of Finland, nor do I ap- 
prove of the means by which these measures have been passed ; yet, 
nevertheless, I am bound to say that Finland was indeed a living 
contradiction to the idea of Russian unity. Would the people of 
the United States tolerate the existence of any territory that would 
claim all the rights and privileges of a State, and yet refuse to ac- 
knowledge its obligations as such — that would require special 
treatment as to its obligations ? Certainly not ! Yet such exactly 
was Finland's position in the Russian Empire, which gave her 
protection in time of peace and war, but received no acknowledg- 
ment of unity with the Russian nation corresponding to such 
treatment. 

Turning to the Manifesto of the 24th of August, we shall say 
that by the issue of his peace proposal the Tsar has made known 
his adherence to the traditional ideal of Russia. He has in- 
dicated the internal and external policy which he means to carry 
out during his reign. He has likewise proclaimed his belief in 
Russia's spiritual strength. " Great are the battles that shall be 
fought in the time of peace !" It is surely an axiom that victory 
in actual warfare comes as the fruit of labor in all spheres of in- 
tellectual and economic life during the days of peace; victory 
rests, in the long run, with the party which has shown itself 
morally the stronger. The Spanish-American war affords ample 
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illustration of this truth! Battles and warfare are merely inci- 
dents in the life of nations, as are also plague, cholera, epidemics, 
revolutions, and, like them, can and must be prevented; the 
sagacious statesman must yield to pressure rather than enter 
into a war the results of which are likely to be disastrous. The 
Emperor of Russia has done no more than point out, at a time 
of an abnormal growth of militarism, that war should not be the 
ultimate aim of nations — that wars must be prevented. 

By issuing his manifesto, Nicolas II. has challenged the na- 
tions to put forth in time of peace their utmost spiritual and moral 
strength, without playing blindman's buff, without tempting the 
"unknown," "Ze dieu des batailles," as the French would say, 
without risking a fate which may always be predicted beforehand. 
The peace proposal also invites the diplomatists of various nations 
to base their schemes on some more solid foundation than that of 
all sorts of political combinations, " au jour le jour," as chance 
may dictate; for moral strength and moral victory will depend in 
future on the degree in which the politics of a nation are natural 
and in accord with its needs, its past history, its origin and the 
geographical conditions of the country. In other words, the more 
natural a nation's policy, the greater will be its reserve force and 
the better its chances of victory in the peaceful spiritual contests 
of the future. 

Viewed in the light of what has just been said, the position of 
America,* which has suddenly come to the front in the politics of 
the world, presents itself to the Russian mind in the following 
aspect . America is a universe, wherein the influence of the people 
of the United States predominates; it is a universe in the sense 
that it brings into close contact and harmony elements of various 
origin, creed and disposition, assimilating them one to another 
and welding them into an indissoluble whole. Anglo-Saxons, 
Celts, Germans, Slavs and Iberians, all experience the mighty in- 
fluence of the great continent which they occupy. Their history, 
their national characteristics and their destiny are closely bound 
up with it. Whatever political vicissitudes may await the Ameri- 
cans in the future, whatever temporary interests may claim atten- 
tion in different parts of the world, they will always be of a tran- 
sitory character, because the one absorbing, all-embracing and de- 
termining interest of Americans centres in their own conti- 

*I use the word "America" instead of "the United States " because the great re- 
public stands in the same relation to the American continent as Russia does to Asia. 
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nent. The success which may attend the policy of the United 
States elsewhere will always depend on its success in the New 
World. This being admitted, it follows that in order to fulfill 
their destiny the United States must have their hands free on their 
own continent. But it is here that England blocks the way at all 
points and in every way. The imperialism of Canada, the fisher- 
ies of Newfoundland, the internationalization (which means Eng- 
lish predominance, if anything) of the future sea route through 
the Nicaragua Canal, the tripartite rule (so rich in possible com- 
plication) on the Samoan Islands, the West Indies, and last, but 
not least, English influence in Central and South America — all 
these are questions that are bound to task the diplomatic powers 
of the Americans to their utmost. As is the case with Kussia in 
Asia, both in the near and the far East, the Americans have to 
reckon everywhere in the New World with English designs and 
political aspirations. But in America, as in Asia, the English are 
mere outsiders, and in both continents their influence is artificial, 
enforced and temporary. The growth and ascendancy of the 
United States are bound to stimulate a corresponding development 
of self -consciousness in the various countries that border on them, 
and this means the victory of a healthy "Americanism," of the 
natural tendency toward closer union with the United States, and 
along with this the decline of the present artificially induced lean- 
ing toward England. 

It follows that the future of the different countries lying with- 
in the sphere of influence of the United States depends on their 
emancipation from English influence. 

Now, what are the advantages to the United States themselves 
of throwing in their lot with the English ? 

This question is the more opportune in that, according to what 
Prince Ookhtomsky has said, the history of the growth and de- 
velopment of the United States as a nation is a record of gradual 
emancipation from England. Now that the great American com- 
monwealth has begun its career as a world-power, it must cast 
off the shackles of British tutelage, as was done by the ancestors of 
the nation when they sought spiritual liberty, and as was gloriously 
done a second time in the name of national independence. Now 
for a third time the Americans must assert their independence, if 
they mean to work out their own salvation and be ready to release 
their future states from the grip of the English. 
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It is now universally admitted that the friendship exhibited 
toward the Americans by their " cousins across the water " during 
the Hispano-American war and the Philippine difficulties, was 
due to the fact that the English realized the danger they would 
run in defying the great American Republic, with a hostile Europe 
at their backs to emphasize their isolation. Matters have changed 
since then ; the " cousins " of the Americans have sought and all 
but gained the friendship of Germany, and that renowned con- 
jurer, Mr. Chamberlain, once so enthusiastic about an Anglo- 
American alliance, now attempts to swallow two swords at once : 
one, Canada, on the Western continent; the other, Germany, in 
Europe. Both are directed against the United States, as the latter 
have had ample opportunity for seeing. Yes, matters have 
changed, but the lesson to be learnt from these facts is that, in 
order to paralyze the hostile designs of England, the diplomatists 
of the United States should seek to create a combination in Europe 
(say Eussia, France and Spain) which would hold England in 
cheek and make opposition to the United States impossible to her. 
Such a combination, in order to have a working effect, notwith- 
standing the world's events, need not be accomplished in reality, 
but may remain as an ideal, regulating the future attitude of Eng- 
land. Nolens volens, the politicians of England will have to 
hearken to the voice of Berlin, so long as they wish to keep Ger- 
many on their side. We have had some inkling of this game in 
the Samoan question. Americans will perhaps say that on this 
occasion the English stood by them to the extent of rousing a storm 
in the German press. But with regard to this I must beg leave to 
differ from my American readers. The Samoan commission has 
not yet finished, scarce even begun, its work, and, as fresh food for 
our suspicions, we find, at the most critical stage of the Samoan 
complications, the British press " lying low," uncertain whether 
it would be best to give away Germany or the United States. The 
former, realizing the uncertainty of English character with its 
" tall talk," tried to prevent the defection of England. They suc- 
ceeded, and the Germans were indeed right in representing the 
nomination of a commission as a triumph of German policy. 

Now the case of Samoa foreshadows the possibility of Eng- 
land's creating the same combination of powers in questions of 
vital interest to the United States, should the latter fail to find 
a set-off against their " cousins across the water." 
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Altogether the co-operation of England and Germany looks 
very ugly. With respect to the effusive declarations of good faith 
on the part of the English, the mere fact of such co-operation 
scarcely needs any commentary. The one serves as stalking-horse 
to the other, while their mutual solidarity is undoubted. Under 
the auspices of the Emperor William, Germany has embarked on a 
far-reaching policy of conquest in all parts of the world, and, en- 
gaged in universal incendiarism, tests the strength of her " mailed 
fist" in various quarters of the globe. Her ventures in Kiao- 
Chao, the Philippines, Samoa, the Caroline Islands, Crete 
(which, however, she has lost in spite of all her endeavors), Pales- 
tine, Persia and South America, her friendship with the Sultan 
and rejection of the Armenians, her reconciliation with Cecil 
Ehodes and her betrayal of the Boers in view of certain problem- 
atic advantages for German capital — all this shows that England 
should know very well whom she is supporting. 

It seems almost superfluous for me to point out that the ad- 
venturous policy of the Germans is directed as much against Rus- 
sia (in Austria, the Balkan States, Palestine, Persia and China) 
as against the United States (in the Philippines, Samoa, the Caro- 
line Islands, China and South America), and that therefore mu- 
tual co-operation and good will between these two countries would 
go far to neutralize the mischievous schemes of the Anglo-German 
association. 

But, however important the above questions may be from an 
international point of view, the real centre of political speculation 
in our day is undoubtedly China, and it is with regard to the Celes- 
tial Empire that the policies of different countries are now shaped. 
China is the touchstone for these policies, and the course of events 
affords me ample justification for maintaining that co-operation 
and a good understanding between Russia and the United States 
would be nowhere so complete, so natural and so much to the in- 
terest of both parties as in the task of upholding the integrity and 
the independence of the Celestial Empire. 

I shall now demonstrate that in the Chinese question England 
has already outwitted the Americans. 

The Chinese question, in its aspect at the present moment, re- 
solves itself into the acknowledgement or the negation by the great 
powers of the integrity and the independence of this great empire 
of the far East. Now in all countries there are and naturally 
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must be very different opinions in circulation as to the policy to 
be followed with regard to this question. But when problems of 
extreme national and international gravity arise for solution, 
every country brings forth representative men who express its 
national thought, who personify and, so to speak, condense in 
themselves the national aspect of the questions at issue. As it has 
always been and always will be, so, undoubtedly, it is now. His- 
tory repeats itself. Eussia's opinion is expressed with much 
vigor, precision and penetration by Prince Ookhtomsky, while a 
striking example of American breadth of mind, thoroughness, 
practical common sense and truly Christian feeling is to be found 
in the Eev. Gilbert Reid's scheme for an international institute 
in Pekin, which is nothing else but an attempt to uphold the inde- 
pendence of China by the best means at the disposal of the Ameri- 
cans. And finally comes Lord Charles Beresford, personifying the 
policy of England by the aggressiveness of his demeanor, by his 
provocative attitude, by the revolutionary natures of the measures 
devised by him for saving China — for England! Admiral 
Beresford, however, is held — whether justly or unjustly, it is 
not for us to decide — by the London press to be too much a man 
of deeds to duly appreciate his facts; he was but an emissary, he 
has fulfilled a mission not wholly self-imposed, and behind him 
stand such men as Colquhoun and Archibald Little, who may be 
regarded as men expressing the mind of the English Govern- 
ment, as the Admiral is one of their men of action. 

It requires no great degree of penetration to perceive that 
there is far more in common between the opinions of Prince 
Ookhtomsky and those of Gilbert Eeid than between the Admiral, 
with his warlike programme, and the two former, with their peace- 
ful inclinations. 

I have shown elsewhere that Eussia's advance through the 
Asiatic continent was a peaceful movement, bearing with it the 
seeds of culture for barbarous tribes and fulfilling a destiny that 
has never been lost sight of during the last 300 years. In ac- 
cordance with these historical facts, Prince Ookhtomsky claims 
for Russia the post of guardian of the East, the peaceful develop- 
ment of which on the strictly national lines in accordance with the 
characteristic individuality of its races is essential to Russia's wel- 
fare. We are an Asiatic power, and as such must guard the East, 
because its consolidation means our own consolidation. The fear 
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expressed by English politicians that such a process may end in 
the absorption of China is simple nonsense; we may be forced 
into the policy of absorbing a nation of four hundred million souls, 
but of our own free will we shall never commit a piece of folly 
which would mean the creation of a second and greater Celestial 
Empire doomed by its very vastness to lack of energy. We are 
quite sincere in wishing to have a strong and friendly neighbor in 
Asia, and up to the present moment it is the English alone who, 
keeping in mind their sinister schemes for the creation of a sec- 
ond Egypt or India, have endeavored to represent us as hostile to 
China and a military aggressive power. Who in the whole of the 
nineteenth century has been aggressive in dealing with China? 
England, France, Japan and Germany — not Eussia! The Eng- 
lish are apt to point out that our Siberian railway, passing as it 
does through Manchuria, threatens the independence of China, and 
implies hostile designs on that empire. But in the original plan 
the Trans-Siberian railway never so much as touched Manchuria ! 
It was Japan's coup de force that showed us the perils in store 
for us in Manchuria unless we held ourselves on the alert. Neither 
did we purpose going to Port Arthur in a military capacity; it was 
Germany's occupation of Kiao-Chao that forced us to make such 
a move. Nevertheless, even after Germany's raid on China, numer- 
ous voices were raised in Eussia against the occupation of Port 
Arthur. 

I repeat that the independence and integrity of China is a 
fundamental principle of Eussian policy in Asia. On the other 
hand, Mr. Gilbert Eeid thinks of upholding the Chinese Govern- 
ment by improving the ruling classes and the Uterati; he would 
reach the masses by the best channel, through the established 
power, the classes. Instead of sweeping them away by a revolu- 
tion which would rob the people of their natural leaders and bring 
on the disruption of the land, attended by unspeakable misery for 
all, he intends to utilize the forces now existing. Certainly he has 
a practical mind ; he realizes that the carrying out of his scheme 
by the co-operation of all the powers, the bringing them into close 
and friendly contact in the task of promoting China's welfare 
and enlightenment, would save the empire from being torn to 
pieces, and that consequently the " open door," as implying the 
integrity and independence of China, would be preserved, Ameri- 
can trade promoted and American influence maintained. Such a 
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humane interpretation of the idea of business, as bringing fresh 
power and salvation to people, commends itself to the Russian 
mind ; hitherto we have been accustomed to see " business " in- 
terpreted in the English sense of rapine and slavery — economic 
and political — the famous murder for gain ! 

Mr. Reid's scheme clearly shows that the United States are 
vitally interested in the independence and integrity of China, and 
as he does not propose to transform the Asiatics, by means of a 
revolution — after the English idea — into Europeans, but means to 
let them govern themselves and remain Chinese, the identity of 
Russia's and America's aims in Eastern Asia with regard to the 
support of China becomes very clear. 

When we turn to English policy in China we are struck by the 
mass of contradictions to be met with, not only in the different 
points of view held and the opinions professed by English poli- 
ticians, but in the action of the government and in the speeches 
of responsible ministers as well. 

The cry for the " open door," raised a year ago in England, 
has introduced a catchword intended to emphasize the importance 
of the integrity and independence of China. In the name of this 
new deity, which the English invoked as the heathen used to call 
on Baal, they sought to form a combination of powers hostile to 
Russia. But as the Japanese were the first to point out (and it 
must be said that none else but Russia should be more sincere in 
their endeavors to uphold the independence of China) a combina- 
tion of four powers — England, Germany, the United States and 
Japan — would simply be a fighting machine to clear the way for 
English conquest. In the far East, England has to reckon with 
Russia's supremacy alone, and once this supremacy is paralyzed 
the other powers would be helpless against England. On the other 
hand, as Russia's position in Asia is assured to her by the mere 
fact of her existence, and all opposition to her must prove use- 
less in the long run, the first thing the English would do after 
creating an anti-Russian combination of powers would be to come 
to an agreement with her for the partition of China. At the pres- 
ent moment it is impossible for England to carry out such a plan, 
as Russia adheres to the principle of integrity, although an ink- 
ling of such a possibility has been afforded by the recent Anglo- 
Russian "railway" agreement. If this famous "agreement" 
went no further at the outset, it was owing to the fact that England 
vol. clxix.— no. 512. 2 
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had shown unmistakably that her " open deor " creed was in- 
sincere. 

While awaiting the results of her agitation for a combination 
against Russia, England was gradually but surely establishing her- 
self in China. From the very outset it was clearly and persist- 
ently demonstrated in the columns of the St. Petersburg Viedo- 
mosti that the upholding of the integrity of China was not in 
the traditions of British diplomacy. Egypt and India were living 
contradictions to English assurances. "The banner with the 
' open door ' inscribed upon it," I wrote a year ago in a leader in 
the St. Petersburg Viedomosti, "which England waves so 
furiously before the eyes of the desired anti-Russian ' concert of 
powers' is nothing else but the scarlet cape of the Spanish bull- 
fighter, which is meant to blind the bull and make him an easy 
prey to the aggressor. It only affords England the opportunity 
of plundering China elsewhere as much as her heart can wish." 
And I further cited that famous speech of Mr. Curzon's at South- 
ampton (in 1896 or 1897) in which this responsible minister of 
the Crown acknowledged that one must not take too literally the 
expression that England stands for the integrity of the Ottoman 
Empire, as integrity in this case means gradual dissolution. 

Well, hardly a year has passed since I wrote that article, and 
already England has committed herself to the policy of the par- 
tition of China by acknowledging the German " sphere of inter- 
est " in Shan-tung, by taking over Wei-hai-Wei, by extending her 
territory in Kan-lung, on the mainland opposite Hong-Kong, an 
area of thirty-seven square miles, with a population of 100,000souls 
and a very rich soil, abundant mineral wealth and pearl fisheries ; 
she has also invited the Italians to China and given her support 
to their demands for a lease of Chinese territory in Sammun bay. 
In the meantime, under cover of the " open door " principle, the 
English have acquired concessions for 2,800 miles of railway in 
China, they have been guaranteed the non-alienation of the valley 
of the Yang-tse, in Shanghai and Hankow ; they have successfully 
opposed (with the aid of United States eounsuls and ambassa- 
dors!) the applications for concessions made by subjects of 
other powers in the name of the "open door;"* they are drilling 

• As the Rev. Gilbert Reid has wittily remarked in hie vigorous article in'the 
National Review for December, 1898: " Whenever the Chinese give a concession to 
somebody the English raise the cry: China is dealing with others— the ' open door ' 
is closed. 
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the Chinese in Wei-hai-Wei and are planning to organize a Chinese 
army and navy within their " sphere of influence." Add to this a 
British subject as Inspector-General of Maritime Customs, and the 
picture of the gradual absorption of China by England becomes 
complete. 

Do my American readers really think that the Russian rail- 
way across Manchuria is such a menace, after all, to China in par- 
ticular and the world in general ? Where would China now be, did 
England feel no restraint, experience no opposition to her designs 
from Russia? How far would not Germany push into the in- 
terior of China if we were not. at Port Arthur? Which, also, is 
more pernicious to the interests of the Americans: the Russian 
railway in Manchuria, facilitating transport and supplying in- 
fluence of no exclusive character, probably to be exerted for the 
benefit of America, or the annexation by the British of all the 
principal elements of the social life of China, of all the branches 
of her industry, trade and administration, thus instituting a prac- 
tical, if not a theoretical, protectorate of Great Britain over the 
whole of China ? This protectorate will become the more real inas- 
much as the English are sure to create industries on a vast scale 
in the Celestial Empire to compete with the labor of the American 
workman. 

Genuine piquancy is added to the situation by the appoint- 
ment as Viceroy of India, in close neighborhood to the Empire 
whose integrity the English intend to protect, of Lord Curzon of 
Kedleston, the very man who in all sincerity acknowledges his 
belief that integrity means gradual dissolution. 

Having acquired, under the cover of the " open door " theory, 
leases of territory and various concessions, the English have now 
obtained all they wanted, and, casting aside the principle of the 
'■ open door," mean to try their luck in a different direction. The 
" sphere of influence " or of " interest " now comes on the scene. 

We have shown how all the time that they were professing 
an interest in China's integrity and independence the English 
were always ready to share something or other in China with any 
one who asked for it, provided always he had no title to his claim 
and could not support it against the English. Fancy partitioning 
China with Germany, pegging out claims as if they were in Africa, 
or with Italy ! Would it not be a stroke of luck, especially as it 
would set Germany against Russia, and as the Italians have no 
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trade worth speaking of with China, it not being even shown in 
the commercial reports.* The Italians would remain in Sammun 
bay and England would begin her conquest of the interior of the 
country. 

For conquest is the real word that describes England's policy 
in China ! 

I have tried to show that the policy followed by the British 
government in China is full of contradictions and ambiguity. 
There are some good souls in England who in their innocence 
denounce the Unionist government for the blunders it has com- 
mitted. But, for my part, I thoroughly agree with those en- 
thusiastic patriots who maintain that Lord Salisbury's cabinet has 
deserved well of the nation. Notwithstanding all the contradic- 
tions mentioned and the loud proclamation of the integrity of the 
Celestial Empire, England is successfully engaged in carving 
out for herself an empire in China. The attitude of Her Majes- 
ty's ministers has hitherto been quite consistent with the advice 
tendered to them from competent quarters and by authorities on 
the Chinese question. Such writers as Colquhoun and Archibald 
Little have invariably counselled the absorption of the best parts 
of China, i. e., of the Yang-tse valley; journals like the London 
Speaker have pointed out that it would be better to begin the 
absorption of the Celestial Empire from some nook or corner 
of it, and we find that the Kan-lung extension granted to England 
only last July and lately taken over by the Hong-Kong authorities 
has already given the English occasion to talk of rectifying the 
boundary line, with a view to penetrating further into the country. 
The following is the sort of advice which, in veiled sentences, Mr. 
Archibald Little has been giving to the government: "If all 
the other European nations have determined to partition China, 
and our pacific remonstrances (i. e., the " open door" pretext) are 
of no avail, then, I take it, it is the duty of the Government to see 
that Britain takes the lion's share,"* (I wonder what to call the 
policy of a country that wishes to take the lion's share of a neigh- 
bor's territory ! As if this wish is not already expressing itself in 
action. Such exactly has been England's policy.) if only as a stake 
and means of bargain for the ' open door ' with the rival pow- 

* This is a fresh instance of English insincerity: she opposes Rnssia on the 
grounds that the latter's trade with China is small {just as if it could not increase) 
and yet supports Italy, which has no trade at all with that country. 

t Imperial and Asiatic Quarterly Review, January, 1899. 
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trs (this is a cover for the real meaning of the phrase, for how 
is it possible to partition China in the interests of the "open 
door ?) and further as a means of training the Chi- 
nese and enabling them later on to undertake their own self- 
defence." (This is a little better : the English mean to partition 
China in the interest of her future integrity and independence.) 
Mr. Colquhoun is still more outspoken in advising the Government 
"the construction of a railway system throughout the country, 
the use of steam navigation on all the waterways, the opening of 
the mines ; " this eminent writer imparts to these schemes for im- 
proving commercial intercourse the aspect of means for carrying 
out the absorption of the country by England and boldly asserts 
that "the province of Gzechuan must be the commercial and politi- 
cal object of England. Recent events should induce us to deal, 
without delay, with the question of land communication between 
Burma and the Upper Yang-tse, for it is there that must be de- 
cided the question of the supremacy of Central China." What 
this guarded sentence means is clearly indicated in another sen- 
tence in the same volume: "It is from Burma on the one 
hand and from Shanghai and Hong-hong on the other, that 
England must, by the aid of steam applied overland and by water, 
effectively occupy the Upper Yang-tse region, the key of our posi- 
tion in China. China has ceased to be a buffer and England} 
must effectively occupy the Yang-tse region and Southern China, 
if she seriously means to hold her own." 

This is plain speaking, indeed ! The occupation of the Yang- 
tse region and of Southern China is the political object of England. 
After such an assertion, in what light must we regard the violent 
diatribes of Mr. Colquhoun against Russia, in which he indulges 
throughout the whole of his book, trying to represent Eussia as a 
positive menace to the integrity of China and to the world at 
large, and speaking of her as engaged in a career of purely military 
quest? Furthermore, Mr. Colquhoun says: "China knows 
that the policy of England, whatever it may have been, is now 
one of commercial expansion and development only, untainted 
by any ulterior designs, and that while England wants Chinese 
trade Eussia wants Chinese provinces." "It was our duty 
to take China into tutelage," he says further on, and then quotes 
Colonel Mark Bell: "The latent wealth of China is undoubted. 
She is of greater value than many Indias; her people are peace- 
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ful, tractable and easily ruled." What an astounding mass of 
hypocrisy ! 

Now compare the policy of England in China, as advised by 
Mr. Colquhoun, with that of the Kev. Gilbert Keid and Prince 
Ookhtomsky. " The policy of the maritime nations" (read " Eng- 
land "), says the first named writer, "is to strengthen their position 
and influence in Pekin, and toward that end to induce China — 
by pressure, if necessary — to adopt measures which would be of 
advantage to all the world, including herself. Foremost among 
these measures is the opening of the country to foreign enterprise 
and capital by means of communications, railways and water- 
ways, for they are necessary preliminaries to administrative re- 
forms." 

Whereas Prince Ookhtomsky and the Eev. Gilbert Keid are for 
strengthening the Chinese government, with a view of rendering 
it capable of fulfilling its obligations, and through it of bringing 
peace and welfare to the people — the English, on the contrary, 
think of strengthening their own position in Pekin, they want to 
induce China to adopt various measurses, and mean to improve 
ways of communication in the country in order to absorb the 
Yang-tse valley. And in the background are administrative re- 
forms, which signify a sort of practical control of China by the 
" maritime nations." 

The ideas of Prince Ookhtomsky and the measures proposed by 
the Eev. Gilbert Eeid, as representing respectively Eussia and the 
United States, are conservative in the best application of the word, 
they aim at the welfare of an independent nation, while on the 
other hand the English schemes are revolutionary in theory and 
meant to be carried out by violence in order to pander to the lust 
of the English for gain and conquest, 

Mr. Colquhoun's policy has been adopted by the English gov- 
ernment in all its details : the advance from Burma, Shanghai and 
Hong-Kong was begun at all three points simultaneously. " For 
the safety of China and India," Mr. Curzon was created Lord 
Curzon of Kedleston, the " Hong-Kong extension " assumed the 
character of a formidable advance, and in Shanghai the English 
were lucky enough to secure the co-operation of the representatives 
of the United States. 

Lord Charles Beresford was sent on a secret mission to China 
in order to inspect the field of the future military operations of 
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the English, and has brought back a report, under the title of " The 
Break-up of China," in which he acknowledges himself a believer 
in the "open door," at the same time cleverly distributing his 
lights and shadows and concentrating his attention on Eussia's 
claims in Hankow and Newchwang. The gallant Admiral has not 
been fortunate in his conclusions, as the pressmen and the politi- 
cians of England have changed their mind in the meantime and 
now prefer the " sphere of interest " policy to any other. The 
'* administrative reforms" devised by Lord Charles Beresford all 
tend to give England a dominating influence in China, and the 
" open door " that is to save China is, according to the Admiral, 
sort of English protectorate over the Celestial Empire. 

With a view of securing this protectorate for England, Lord 
Charles Beresford advocates an alliance between England, Ger- 
many, the United States and Japan in the Far East. The idea 
of the Anglo-Saxon world-supremacy has also been put forward. 
We shall, however, allow ourselves to ask whether the Latin races 
fared so well after co-operating with the English in the Crimean 
war that the Anglo-Saxon races should feel inclined to follow 
their example ? The Crimean war was also waged in the name of 
the integrity of an empire — the Ottoman one — and in the end 
England has gained Egypt and Cyprus, while as to the other 
powers — well, France has her Catholic protectorate in Asia Minor, 
and Italy, as a legacy from the royal house of Savoy, a share in the 
keeping of the neutrality of the Mediterranean ! 

These bare facts will perhaps lead one to pause before accept- 
ing alliances proposed by admirals, the more so that England 
already stands convicted of breach of faith in the Chinese ques- 
tion: she tried to rouse in the United States an enthusiasm for 
the open door, and in the meantime was working on the lines of 
a "sphere of influence" policy; she took over Wei-hai-Wei from 
the Chinese on the avowed pretext of upholding the integrity of 
China, which, as the English maintained, was menaced by us, and 
never thought of upholding China's integrity against Germany, in- 
vited Italy to take a share in the spoiling of the empire, and yet 
still keeps Wei-hai-Wei (as she keeps Cyprus, though she neither 
helped the Armenians nor saved Turkey from dismemberment) . * 

•The " Times" has just published a letter from Admiral Colomb to the effect that 
It would be convenient to give over Wei-hai-Wei to Germany. Yet these people 
speak of our attempt on the integrity of Chica, while thinking of giving away terri- 
tory they have no right to cede to the power which first made such an attempt. 
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We have dwelt so long on the question of English policy in 
China because it shows the great gulf separating the conceptions 
of a Chinese policy entertained on the one hand by Russia and the 
United States, and by England on the other. The same remark 
might be made about other spheres of life and thought : to a stu- 
dent of English and American politics it is clear how radically dif- 
ferent are the ideas held by these two " cousins across the water." 
It would lead us too far, however, to enter into details. 

My opinion on this subject being firm, I have never been a 
believer in an Anglo-American alliance, or any other understand- 
ing of the sort. In the first place, there is absolutely no ground for 
it in the respective dispositions of the two nations. Mr. Book- 
waiter, of Ohio, that well-known American who created quite a 
sensation in Eussia by his powers of observation and ready Ameri- 
can wit, bears testimony to the fact that the English movement 
toward fraternization with the Americans is entirely artificial, 
has no root in the disposition of the people, and is dictated solely 
by motives of political speculation. The English only gained 
credit in Europe by their talk of an Anglo-American alliance and 
in consequence pocketed Egypt by the fact of their claims to the 
Soudan remaining undisputed. But what have the United States 
gained by this talk? " Cuba and the Philippines," say the English, 
and this is offensive and humiliating for the Americans, who 
should never forget that England attempted to further utilize their 
difficulties by forcing on them the Canada commission. On the 
other hand the idea of a cordial Anglo-American understanding 
was generated in England by the circumstance of the latter's iso- 
lation (not always voluntary), and was forced on the English by 
their realizing that they could not deal with the Americans in a 
high-handed way. 

Next comes the question : What would America gain by such 
an understanding? I will dismiss it with the remark that it 
has hitherto only given rise to such astounding articles as that 
by Sir Richard Temple in the North American Review for Sep- 
tember last. He estimates the number of millions of population 
in the "European" and the "Anglo-Saxon" combinations re- 
spectively (221 million whites and 64 million colored, as against 
125 million whites and 350 million colored), attempts to compare 
their areas in square miles, their coast lines, their railways, trade 
returns, banking facilities, millions of horse power, etc. The re- 



EX ORIENTE LUX ! 25 

suit is a triumphant proof of the superiority of the Anglo-Saxon. 
These are but idle speculations ! The author might as well have 
estimated the respective forces of the beasts of the forest and 
those of the prairies and deserts, adding up horns, claws, teeth, 
tails, animal force, agility and density of fur! I should like to 
see him general in command of the 475 millions of the " Anglo- 
Saxon " combination ! 

But Mr. David Mills, Canadian Minister of Justice, goes even 
further than this in the North American Eeview for last June. 
"Which shall dominate, Saxon or Slav?" he exclaims, and de- 
cides for the Saxon, who loves commerce, as against the Slav, the 
barbarian, who loves domination. We are so accustomed to fits 
of blind, uncultured and ignorant Kussophobia among English 
writers that we have come to view them with indifference. But it 
might be remarked that to raise the question of domination is a 
peculiar feature of the "Anglo-Saxon" temperament, and that 
the author's political lucubrations are tantamount to a propa- 
ganda of race hatred. 

" I believe that Eussia is the only country in the world which 
feels nationally friendly and individually interested in America." 
Such is the just and acute remark made by a fair American, Lilian 
Bell, which I came across in the " Woman's Home Companion " 
for March, 1899. It afforded me real pleasure, as, coming from 
the heart, it added one more to the number of the sypmtoms of 
goodwill and friendly feeling between our respective peoples. Of 
late years many Americans have visited our country, carrying away 
with them the best possible impressions of it and a feeling of 
being liked by the Bussians. The significance of this coincidence 
of feeling and hearty goodwill has been further emphasized by 
facts pointing to solidarity of thought and many points of contact 
in the intellectual region. American books and journals convey 
ideas freely to the Russian mind, and these ideas find a ready re- 
sponse among us. Our famous writer, Tolstoi, has nowhere roused 
greater enthusiasm than in America, while Emerson gives ample 
nourishment to Russian thought. Men like the Rev. Gilbert Reid 
emphasize this Russo- American solidarity, not only in aims but in 
appreciation of facts and policies; likewise, his criticism of British 
policy in China is identical almost word for word with the views 
which have been expressed in the St. Petersburg Viedomosti during 
the last four years. 
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Nor is this all. The position of Russia and of the United 
States in their respective continents is identical. Both are self- 
contained, self-supporting communities, with a destiny naturally 
imposed upon them by the prominent place they occupy, each in its 
own sphere and within its boundaries. Their expansion in their 
respective continents has been a natural movement, paralleled only 
in the case of China ; it has been peaceful in the main and brought 
enlightenment and the higher civilization in its train. I have 
shown elsewhere what the character of Russian expansion in Asia 
has been. The wars that Russia waged in Europe were carried on 
in self-defence against the pressure of the Teutonic Order, against 
the Swedes, the Poles and the Turks. Russia saved Europe from 
the hordes of Asia, and the mere fact of her growth enabled the 
Balkan States to throw off the Turkish yoke, the weight of which 
was once felt as far as the walls of Vienna. The peaceable dispo- 
sition of Russia in Europe is evident from the fact that during 
the whole of the present century Russia has never been the aggres- 
sor in Europe : * other nations have risen in arms against her, but 
with no success worth mentioning. Continuing to demonstrate 
the identity of the positions of Russia and the United States we 
must remark that both these countries, as well as China, are, each 
in its own sphere, a world, a universe, wherein various races and 
creeds are brought together into a harmonious whole, and I some- 
times think that if ever the union of the churches were to 
become an accomplished fact, it would be in America. Both coun- 
tries, too, afford opportunities for liberty in the highest sense 
of the word, as founded on genuine equality of rights, and cer- 
tainly realize this idea more than any other country. The Tsar- 
dom of Russia rests on a democratic foundation; the Russian 
Tsars have always fought for the masses against the classes, when- 
ever the latter have shown a tendency to oligarchy and caste ex- 
clusiveness. The Tsar is always the Tsar of the Commons, of the 
common people whom he has freed from serfdom, although it is 
admitted that existence of the classes is a condition of regular and 
healthy life for the community. Our nihilists are maniacs in their 
good intentions, corresponding to the anarchists of Western civ- 
ilization ; as are the latter, so are the former, the expression of 
some unhealthy symptom in the life of the nation. 

"The wars with Turkey, it must be remembered, were waged, not for any purpose 
of aggrandizement, but solely in defence of the oppressed nationalities of the Bal- 
kan peninsula and of Christianity in the East, and therefore Russia was not the 
real aggressor, even when she was the first to declare war. 
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The identity of interests between our respective countries 
springs from their requirements, as self-supporting communities, 
in the best conditions for the development of their faculties and 
the fulfillment of their destiny. Eussia and the United States 
have a common interest in seeing the road they follow cleared 
from obstacles without their coming into conflict with one another. 
The Eusso-American understanding we now advocate is no alli- 
ance, no agreement on all or on some points or, indeed, on any 
particular point, but simply co-operation of a spiritual nature 
founded on mutual goodwill and a strong inclination to keep the 
peace on every occasion. We have common foes, bent on mischief, 
as Americans will soon realize on their own continent; it would 
be well for us to reach one another a helping hand where needed. 

It is not for the first time that such co-operation has taken 
place between the two nations, nor, indeed, are we the first to point 
out that identity of the destinies of Eussia and the United States 
which promises so well for our respective futures. Great thinkers, 
philosophers and historians have remarked this before. We shall 
quote one of them, the celebrated French historian, Tocqueville, 
who in 1864 thus expressed himself in his book, "Be la Demo- 
cratic en Amirique " : " Void un fait entierement nouveau dans 
le monde et dont Vimagination ellemime ne saurait saisir la por- 
ted. II y a oujourdhui sur la terre grands peuples qui, partis de 
points diffirents,semblent s'avancer vers le mime hut; ces sont les 
Russes et les Amiricains. Tons deux ont grandi dans Vobscurite 
et tandis que les regards des hommes /taient occupis ailleurs, Us se 
sont plac/s tout d coup au premier rang des nations, et le monde, a 
appris presque en mime temps leur naissance et leur grandeur. 
Tous les autres peuples paraissent avoir atteint i peu prte les lim- 
ites qu'a tracees la nature, et n' avoir plus qu '& conserver; mais eux 
sont en croissance; tous les autres sont arrit'es ou n'avancent 
qu'avec mille efforts; eux seuls marchent d'un pas ais'e et rapide 
dans une carri'ere dont I'oeil ne saurait encore apercevoir la borne. 
L'Amkricain luttecontre les obstacles, que lui oppose la nature, le 
Busse est aux prises avec les hommes. L'un combat le desert et la 
barbarie; L 'autre la civilisation — revitue de toutes ses armes ; 
aussi lesconqu/tes de I'Americain se font-elles avec le soc du la- 
boureur, celles du Russe avec Vip'ee du soldat." This last sentence 
shows that Tocqueville could not predict all the incidents of the 
future he had in view, and that he had no knowledge of Eussia's 
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for the most part peaceful record in Asia, no knowledge of the in- 
cessant toil of the Russian peasant settler and Cossack in Siberia. 

It is highly significant that on all occasions of great impor- 
tance in the history of the two nations mutual friendly co- 
operation was always forthcoming, though proffered in various 
forms. It was so during the American war for independence, 
again during the civil war, when England threatened the North, 
and again when Alsaka was ceded to the republic, when she had 
gained strength enough to hold her own. Russia, on the other 
hand, secured her possessions at the mouth of the Amoor, in the 
Far East, in 1846, with the co-operation of the Russo-American 
trading company, which carried out the explorations of the mouth 
of the river and established trading relations with the Ghilak na- 
tives. In 1851, by order of the Tsar, the Nikolayefsky military 
post was transformed into a factory of the Russo-American com- 
pany. It is with profound gratitude that we Russians remember 
the ship load of corn sent to us by our American friends during 
the famine of 1891-92. 

Is it not also a fact of wonderful significance that just after 
Germany's raid on Kiao-Chao, which marked our coming to the 
front in the Far East, the United States should appear in the 
Philippines and prevent the English and the Germans from dis- 
posing of the many tangled questions in Eastern Asia at their will ? 
Even in ceding Alaska according to the dictates of our own policy, 
we unconsciously benefited the Americans. 

Our destinies, following their special lines, are developing in 
such harmony, are so mysteriously interwoven, that our mere ex- 
istence is mutually beneficial! Facts have responded to the re- 
quirements of the time with more accuracy, more insight and more 
intrinsic significance than all the lucubrations of politicians on the 
set theme, that "blood is thicker than water." At the present 
critical epoch for the Far East Russia and America are again 
drawn to one another by invisible ties of friendship and good- 
will. The question of China's integrity and independence absorbs 
the attention of all, and it rests with Russia and America, the 
two countries most naturally and most vitally interested in the 
normal development of the Far East, to determine the fate of a 
nation that belongs to the same order of self-contained, self-sup- 
porting and typical communities as they themselves, which is a 
vital part of the Far East, which in the past has developed into 
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an empire along the same lines as they have, expanding in a natu- 
ral manner, uniting various elements into a harmonious whole and 
capable in the future of developing along lines of its own. 

All depends on the standpoint taken with regard to China 
by the powers that now come into contact with her. There are 
two views held with respect to China : the Kussian view of friendly 
help to an empire tottering under outside pressure — this is the con- 
servative, the Asiatic, the Oriental conception ; and the Anglo- 
German view of aggressive absorption in the name of reforms — 
which is the revolutionary conception of European outsiders, the 
Western conception. 

I maintain that if America would be true to herself and to her 
noble traditions she must come over to our side and accept the 
Eastern conception. 

The primary aim of Russia's expansion in Asia, according to 
Prince Ookhtomsky's formula, has, besides its political and eco- 
nomic basis, a moral one, too, which forms the essence of Eussia's 
mission of culture and enlightenment in Asia. Our close relation- 
ship with the Asiatics imparts to our advance in their direction 
the character of a communion with the sources of our individu- 
ality, with the vital creative forces of spiritual greatness which 
were in a condition of dissolution for want of any inner 
creative work in the Asiatic native. "We seek to unite in spirit 
with the races which carry in them the seeds of our national indi- 
viduality. It is a brotherly union with a civilizing influence that 
we seek — one that has for its object the preservation to the Asiatic 
races of their originality, with a view to their participation in 
our common life and to their spiritual regeneration as well as 
ours. We must not forget that it was from Asia that the glorious 
principles of truth, of faith and of love were sent into the world 
for the salvation of mankind. Accordingly, the idea of inter- 
communion with the Asiatic races should be the object of every 
Christian and really civilized nation. 

Ex Oriente Lux ! This was said a long time ago, but the 
" Oriens" here meant exclusively the eastern shores of the Medi- 
terranean, the birthplace of Christianity, which succeeded the civ- 
ilization of Greece in those regions. It is time for this ex- 
pression to be taken in a broader sense, for the word " Oriens " 
to receive a wider and a truer meaning. The eastern shores 
of the Mediterranean have always been in close, direct 
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and living contact with the Farther East, from which it bor- 
rowed spiritual strength, and had only an original form for 
the expression of its spiritual essence. In substance, the 
latter was identical among the civilized Greeks and the " bar- 
barians," but here the expression of the spiritual essence of life 
had taken a more perfect form* under the influence of the climate, 
the facility of supporting life, the comparative freedom for intel- 
lectual life in consequence of the small amount of physical wear 
and tear necessary for human welfare, and finally the facility of 
communication which made the countries of the ancient world the 
centre of the universe. The forms were different, but the essence 
and its origin were one with those of the mystical conceptions of 
the inhabitants of Persia, Syria, Arabia, India, Central Asia and 
China. The force underlying the life of the ancient world was 
in reality, and notwithstanding the beauty of its form, a spiritual 
force proceeding from the Asiatic East (before the Christian era 
China was in constant communication with Western Asia, Arabia, 
Persia and India). 

It is true that in the Western conception of the ancient history 
of the Greek and Koman period it is held that the glory of classic 
civilization lay in the forms of social life, in the realization of the 
idea of liberty, in republican principles, etc. But I allow myself 
a different opinion on the subject. In the ancient world liberty 
meant the subordination of the individual to the state, as repre- 
senting the popular idea, his absorption by it: in other words, 
only the cultured man — i. e., he who acknowledges the necessity 
of obedience to a common idea, and not a Jean Jacques Rousseau, 
seeking to return to a state of nature — was free, because he was 
free in the only possible way, in the spiritual sense of freedom for 
the development of thought and of the moral faculties. The forms 
of social life varied, but the idea of obedience to a common princi- 
ple remained. Therein lay the greatness of the ancient world and 
of its civilization. It is so very true that the political forms of 
ancient life grew more definite, more elaborate, more perfect — 
as it is said — along with the waning of the spiritual power of the 
countries of the ancient world, as it fell to pieces under the perni- 
cious influence of varied interests. The final development of the 
ancient political forms coincided with the disappearance of the 
spiritual power of the ancient state and its ensuing collapse : the 
forms could not save when the indwelling spirit was gone. 
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The primary source of the spirit lies in Asia; it dwells in the 
races of the East! This spiritual force has its root in the self- 
subsistence of the Asiatic continent, in the fact of its being a world 
in itself. 

The nations and races of our modern civilization must there- 
fore look to the East in order to shape the course of their advance, 
to correct the aberrations they are in danger of in their attempts 
to gain power for true unity. Ex Oriente lux! 

All this is true with regard not only to Eussia, but also to the 
United States and all those other countries as well which have 
inherited the traditions of ancient Greece and Rome, which have 
applied these principles to their democracies. The political forms 
inherited from the ancient world by the United States, in order 
to be living forms, the American democracy itself in order to be 
something whole and undivided, must keep in touch with the spir- 
itual forces which are the symbol of unity — yea ! which are unity 
itself — and which underlay that ancient civilization; the Americans 
must look far back and far into the Asiatic East in order to 
shape their progress. As Emerson said : " He that will do any- 
thing well must come to it from a higher ground." 

If the Americans view their progress toward Asia and their 
participation in the Asiatic question in the way I have indicated, 
this movement will mean to them increase of power and spiritual 
renovation, and will be heartily welcomed by the Russians. On 
the other hand, if they follow the lead of Great Britain and view 
their advance in the Asiatic East in the Western Anglo-German 
sense, as that of conquerors coming with the "mailed fist" to 
subdue the Oriental nations, dealing death and destruction to 
their spiritual individuality, then will they simply be committing 
suicide ; they will destroy the foundations of their state and en- 
danger their democracy, which will die out as Western imperial- 
ism gains ground. 

Psychological and philosophical conceptions, it is true, are 
rarely grasped by the masses, whose advance is guided by some 
catch-word or truism. But a " mot d'ordre " may bear a special 
meaning and have a moral sense: in this instance siding with 
England will mean the destruction of China by revolutionary 
methods — and such destruction is not in the interests of the United 
States ; it will also mean " murder for gain " in the name of trade. 
On the other hand, co-operation with Russia, the interest of which 
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in upholding the existence of China is of vital importance, will 
mean the preservation and strengthening of America's glorious 
traditions of peace and development along the lines of national 
conservatism, it will strengthen the true spirit of Christianity and 
healthy democracy. 

May Heaven preserve America from the curse of Western 
imperialism with which England is now tempting her. 

Vladimir Holmstrem. 

P. S. — This article was already finished when the news was 
received of England's opposition to our demand from China of a 
concession for a railway to Pekin. This opposition is carried out 
in the face of the newly concluded "railway agreement!" It 
would be interesting to know on what this opposition is based ; on 
the principle of the " open door," on equality of opportunity or 
on the " sphere of influence ? " Every one of these principles ex- 
cludes England's right to interfere in our present dealings with 
China! 

It is also necessary to tum attention to the following facts. 
England always lifts up her voice in the name of trade, yet she 
opposes all our projects for railway transport, which is beneficial 
to the trade of every country, including England; on the other 
hand, England is planning to utilize the industrial and mining 
resources of China, although she thereby threatens the commer- 
cial prospects of the United States and of the United Kingdom 
as well. V. H. 



